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Behold, the sower went forth to sow his seed ! 
And one there was who met him in the way 
Distraught with hunger: weary night and day 
For seven long nights and days had grown his need 

Fasting perforce ; for war and princely greed 

Had spoiled the lands, and all the fields were gray. 
He cried aloud: " O thou who sowest, stay 
Thy hand a little — give me corn, I plead! " 

Then softly spake the sower: " Tempt me not. 
The corn within my hand is not mine own — 
It is the bread of multitudes unborn. 
Yet, brother, thou shalt share the sower's lot, 
His crust, his prayers. O not by bread alone 
They live who for the ages sow the corn. " 
Mystic, Conn. 

ARMENIA.. 

BY MRS. L. C. W. 
Suggested by the departure of E. M. W. for Armenia. 
Of bloody massacre and fever scourge, 
A bitter cry comes o'er the ocean's surge, — 

" Armenia! " 
Christians have fallen murdered, everywhere ; 
Defenceless ones are driven to despair; 
Outrage and death are in the air — 
Armenia ! 

Oh, friends, why stand ye still in this d ead hour ? 
Lies quivering beneath a heathen power 

Armenia, 
And far and near for aid rings her appeal: 
" Oh ye who for your fellow Christians feel, 
Protect us from our foeman's heartless steel "— 

Armenia! 

From lands blest with great peacefulness of light, 
Comes quick response to dissipate thy night, 

Armenia. 
And those who would not touch the sword of war, 
Shall leave those never parted thus before, 
And hasten to relieve thy troubles sore, 

Armenia. 

And bravely facing death or drear disease, 

Shall traverse swamp and mountain, o'er the seas, 

Armenia, 
To bring the help humanity demands. 
While those at home with upheld, clasped hands, 
Shall watch and pray, awaiting fresh commands, 

Armenia. 

Oh, God, let not this cry ascend in vain, 
But look upon thy martyred people's pain, — 

Armenia. 
How long, oh Lord, before this horror cease ? 
How long before Thy hand will grant release 
From torture, and Thy followers breathe: " Peace, 

Armenia " ? 
Germantowo, Pa. 



COUNT TOLSTOI ON PATRIOTISM. 

Count Tolstoi has written a characteristic letter to a 
correspondent in England on the dispute between the 
United States and Great Britain touching Venezuela. 
The letter has been published in the London Chronicle. 
The Count makes the request of his English correspon- 
dent for an opinion on the subject* the occasion for giving, 
in an emphatic way, his oft-repeated opinion of the 
absolute incompatibility of Christianity with the current 
notions and practices of patriotism. The letter is a long 
one and we have space for only a part of it, which speaks 
for itself : 

" Obviously, to prevent war, we must not merely 
preach sermons and pray God for peace, nor adjure the 
English-speaking nations to keep the peace with each other 
in order that they may domineer over other nations, nor 
make double and triple alliances of nations with each other, 
nor intermarry princes and princesses of different na- 
tions ; but we must destroy the cause of war. That cause 
is the desire for the exclusive welfare of one's own people ; 
it is called patriotism. Therefore to destroy war, patriot- 
ism must be destroyed. But to destroy patriotism the 
conviction that it is an evil must first be established, and 
this is difficult to do. Tell the people that war is evil and 
they will laugh at you, for who does not know this? Tell 
them that patriotism is evil, and the majority will agree, 
but with some reserve. ' Yes there is an evil patriotism 
which is undesirable, but there is another and good pa- 
triotism, that which we hold.' But what this good pa- 
triotism is no one explains. If its character is unaggres- 
siveness, as many say, neverthless all patriotism, even if 
'unaggressive' must remain 'retentive.' That is, peo- 
ple must wish to keep their former conquests. Now that 
nation does not exist which was established without con- 
quest ; and conquests can only be held by the means 
which effected them — namely violence, murder. But if 
patriotism cease to be even retentive, then it can only be 
the ' rehabilitative' patriotism of conquered, oppressed na- 
tions — of the Armenians, Poles, Czechs, Irish and so on. 
And this kind of patriotism is perhaps the very worst, be- 
cause most embittered and most calling for violence. 

Patriotism cannot be good. Why not as well say that 
selfishness is good? This proposition, indeed, might be 
more easily maintained, because selfishness is a natural 
instinct, born in man, whilst patriotism is an artificial 
feeling engrafted on him. 

It will be said : 'Patriotism has united men in states, 
and is the bond of states.' But men have by now formed 
themselves into states ; the process is accomplished ; why 
then, should we still maintain the exclusive devotion to 
one's own state, when this produces terrible evils for all 
states and peoples? The same patriotism which produced 
states is now destroying them. If there were but one pa- 
triotism, say that of the English only, it would be possible 
to deem it unifying and beneficent; but when, as now, 
there is American patriotism, English, German, French, 
Russian, all opposed to each other, patriotism no longer 
unites but disunites. To say that patriotism was benefi- 
cent, unifying, when it flourished in Greece and Rome, 
and therefore it is still equally so, despite our 1800 years 
of Christianity, is as much as to say that because plough- 
ing the field was good and useful before sowing, it is as 
much so now when the crop is rising. 

It might be well, indeed, to maintain patriotism as a 
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memento of the benefit it once brought to man, just as we 
preserve ancient monuments, temples, tombs and so on. 
But these last continue to stand without doing any harm ; 
while patriotism ceases not to cause immeasurable calam- 
ities. 

Why these sufferings, these massacres, among Armen- 
ians and Turks, who are becoming like wild beasts ? Why 
at e England and Russia, each anxious for its share of the 
inheritance of Turkey, still tolerating and not ending the 
Armenian butcheries? Why are Abyssinians and Ital- 
ians killing each other? Why was a frightful war in 
danger of breaking out over Venezuela, and now another 
over the Transvaal? The China-Japanese war, the Rus- 
so-Turkish, The Franco-Germans? The bitterness of 
conquered nations, Armenians, Poles, Irish? The prep- 
arations for war, of all nations ? All these are the fruits 
of patriotism. Seas of blood have been shed for this 
sentiment, and will yet be shed for it unless people rid 
themselves of th ; s outworn relic of antiquity. I have 
already several times had occasion to write about patriot- 
ism emphasizing its entire incompatibility not only with 
the teaching of Christ in its completeness, but with the 
very lowest demands of morality in any Christian Society. 
Each time my contentions have been met with either si- 
lence or a lofty indication that the ideas I express are the 
Utopian utterances of mysticism, anarchism and cosmo- 
politanism. Often my views have been repeated in sum- 
mary, with only an added remark that ' this is nothing 
else than cosmopolitanism.' As if this word cosmopoli- 
tanism irrevocably refuted all my arguments. Men who 
are serious, mature, clever, good, and above all situated 
like a city set on a hill, men who by example inevitably 
lead the masses, these make believe that the lawfulness 
and beneficence of patriotism are made out and certain to 
such a degree that it is not worth while to answer frivolous 
and foolish attacks on this sacred sentiment. The mass 
of people, misled from childhood, and infected with pa- 
triotism, accept this lofty silence as most convincing 
argument, and continue to walk in the darkness of igno- 
rance. 

Those who from their position are able to free the 
masses from their calamities and fail to do so commit a 
great wrong. 

The world's most awful evil is hypocrisy. Not for 
nothing did Christ once only exhibit anger ; and that 
against the hypocrisy of the Pharisees. 

But what was that hypocrisy compared with the hypoc- 
risy of our own time? In comparison with onr hypo- 
crites those among the Pharisees were the justest of men ; 
their art of hypocrisy in comparison with ours was child's 
play. Is it not necessarily so? All this society of ours, 
with its profession of Christianity and of the doctrines of 
humanity and love, side by side with the life of an armed 
brigand camp, can not be other than one uninterrupted, 
stupendous hypocrisy. It seems very convenient to hold 
a doctrine which on one side has Christian holiness, carry- 
ing with it sacred authority, and on the other side the 
pagan sword and gallows ; so that when it is possible to 
impose and deceive by holiness, holiness is brought to 
bear ; but when that deceit fails, the sword and gallows 
are set in motion. Such a doctrine seems very conveni- 
ent ; but a time comes when this tissue of lies breaks as- 
under, and it becomes impossible to keep up both sides ; 
one or the other must be held to. This event is at hand 
with respect to the doctrine of patriotism. 

Whether mankind wish it or not, the question stands 



clearly before them : How can this patriotism from, 
which proceed human sufferings incalculable, both physical 
and moral, be needjul and a virtue ? This question must 
perforce be answered. Either it must be shown that pa- 
triotism is so great a blessing as to recompense all the 
sufferings it inflicts on mankind, or it must be acknowl- 
edged that patriotism is evil ; not to be grafted into peo- 
ple, drilled into them, but, instead, to be struggled 
against for deliverance with all our powers. 

We must either take it or let it go, as the French say : 
If patriotism is good, then Christianity, which gives 
peace is an empty dream, and the sooner we root out the 
Christian doctrine the better. But if Christianity really 
has peace as a gift, and we really desire peace, then pa- 
triotism appears as a survival of barbarism, which must 
not be excited and cultivated as now, but exterminated 
in every way, by preaching, persuasion, contempt, ridi- 
cule. If Christianity is truth, and we wish to live in 
peace, then not only must we not desire power for our 
nation, but we must rejoice at the weakening of that 
power, and further its weakening. A Russian should be 
glad for the separation, the freeing, of Poland, the Bal- 
tic Provinces, Finland, Armenia ; and an Englishman 
should rejoice likewise for Ireland, India, and other pos- 
sessions, and should help their liberation, because the 
greater the state, the profounder and more cruel is its 
patriotism, and the greater the amount of suffering upon 
which its power is built. Therefore, if we really would 
live up to our professions, we must not desire the growth 
of the state we live under, but we must seek its dimuni- 
tion, its weakening, and help towards this with all our 
power. And in this faith we must educate the rising 
generation ; educate them so that, just as now a young 
man is ashamed to betray coarse selfishness (as, for in- 
stance, by eating everything and leaving nothing for 
others, by pushing aside "the weak to make his own way, 
or by forcibly taking what another needs), so, then, he 
shall be equally ashamed to desire the growth of his 
country's power. And just as it is now considered 
stupid, ridiculous to praise one's self, it shall then be con- 
sidered equally foolish to praise one's own nation in the 
style of divers of the best national histories, pictures, 
monuments, text-books, essays, verses, sermons and silly 
" national hymns." Let us understand that so long as 
we praise patriotism and cultivate it in the young, so long 
we shall have militarism, destroying the physical and 
moral life of nations, producing wars, calamitous, awful 
wars, such as we are making ready for, and into the cir- 
cle of which we are now drawing, while debasing them in 
our patriotic interests, new and to-be-dreaded combatants 
from the Far East. 

The nations of Europe having forgotten Christ for the 
sake of patriotism, have ever more and more aroused and 
stimulated patriotism and war in these peaceful peoples of 
the East ; and now they have so much provoked them 
that really, if only Japan and China forget the teachings 
of Budha and Confucius as completely as we forget the 
teachings of Christ, they will ere long master the art of 
killing, which is quickly learned, as witness Japan. 
And being brave, skilful, strong and numerous they can 
not be prevented from doing with the countries of Europe 
(unless Europe can oppose something more effective than 
armaments and the devices of Edison) what the countries 
of Europe are doing with Africa. ' The disciple is not 
above his master, but everyone that is perfect shall be as 
his master.' * * * 
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The salvation of Europe and the Christian world will 
not come of their being girt with swords like brigands, 
* * not of their rushing to kill their brethren across the 
sea ; but, on the contrary, it will come of their renouncing 
that survival of barbarism, patriotism, and in this renun- 
ciation disarming to show the oriental nations an example 
no more of savage patriotism and ferocity, but of that 
brotherly life taught us by Christ." 

LETTER FROM THE EVANGELICAL FREE 
CHURCHES OF ENGLAND TO THE CHURCHES 
OF CHRIST IN THE UNITED STATES. 

The National Council of the Evangelical Free Churches 
of England, assembled in Nottingham, March 9th to 
12th, of this year 1896, to the Churches of Christ in the 
United States of America sends greeting. Grace, mercy 
and peace be with ycu from our Common Head, the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

Dear Brethren : Among the many questions of su- 
preme interest and importance in relation to the King- 
dom of God which have been occupying our attention 
there is none which lies nearer to our hearts than the 
continuance of that love between England and America 
which has been growing strong for many years of increas- 
ing intercourse between us. 

We rejoice that in the difficulty which arose during the 
closing days of 1895, between your government and ours, 
relative to Venezuela, the influence of the pulpit on both 
sides of the Atlantic was immediately and successfully 
exerted to repress angry feeling, and to declare that no 
difference must be allowed to be a cause of war ; that 
there could be none which the Christian wisdom of the 
two nations could not peaceably settle. 

We are anxious, as we are sure you are, to turn that 
expression of the best feeling and the clear conscience 
of the two nations into a basis of continued and honor- 
able peace. 

Tour Congress and our House of Commons have de- 
clared themselves in favor of accepting the principle of 
Arbitration in settlement of differences between us. 

Many of our most distinguished men in all departments 
of civil life — including the past and the present leaders 
of the House of Commons — have deliberately declared in 
favor of the principle, since the emergency of the Vene- 
zuelan difficulty. 

It is, however, to the churches in the two lands that 
we look to sustain this purpose, and to urge political 
parties to accept it as a settled matter of Policy, and 
devise means for carrying it into effect. 

We wish to pledge you, as we pledge ourselves, not 
to relax watchfulness and endeavor, until the principle 
of Arbitration in all our differences be embodied in a 
binding Treaty, and a permanent Tribunal of Arbitration 
be established. 

We intend to send a copy of this our Memorial to our 
political leaders, and to give it all publicity, so as to 
bind ourselves to you as emphatically as we can. Should 
you find yourselves able to do something of the same 
sort in America we shall rejoice. 

Again we assure you of our affection for you, and our 
unceasing prayers on your behalf. Among many memo- 
ries we have in common, dear and sacred as they are, 
the closest tie which unites us— closer even than our 
blood relation— is this, that your churches and ours have 
a common origin, a common Martyr history, a common 
experience of missionary zeal and triumph, a common 



enthusiasm for man and freedom, as well as a common 
type of religious doctrine, spiritual life, and ethical 
character. 

Signed on behalf of the Council, 

H. Price Hughes, President. 
Chas. A. Berry, Ex-President. 
Alex. MacKennal, Secretary. 



THE WASHINGTON ARBITRATION 
CONFERENCE. 

Reported for the Advocate of Peace by Miss Martha D. Adams. 
FIRST SESSION. 

The Conference was called to order at 3 p. m., Wednes- 
day, April 22, and the Call for the Conference was read by 
Hon. Gardiner G. Hubbard, chairman of the committee 
of arrangements. Mr. Hubbard then introduced as tem- 
porary chairman, Hon. John W. Foster, " the arbitrator 
between Japan and China." 

Mr. Foster: I can only thank the local committee for 
the honor which they have conferred upon me, and ask 
what is now the will of the Conference. 

Upon motion, the Chair appointed a committee of live 
on permanent organization. The gentlemen named were 
Hon. C. P. Daly of New York, and Messrs. F. W. 
Woodward of Washington, W. C. Gray of Chicago, 
George E. Leighton of St. Louis, and Francis Wayland 
of New Haven. 

Mr. Foster then spoke as follows : 

Gentlemen : I have been requested by the local com- 
mittee having charge in part of the arrangements for this 
Conference, and by the municipal authorities, to express 
their pleasure at your presence in this city, and to assure 
you of their desire to do all in their power to make your 
stay in the capital a pleasant and profitable one. They 
regret that the programme, which reflects the wishes of 
the committees of other cities rather than theirs, has so 
fully filled up the hours of your sojourn that little oppor- 
tunity is afforded them to extend to you any formal evi- 
dences of their hospitable inclinations. They and the 
citizens generally will, I am sure, do all that your en- 
gagements in the Conference will permit to make amends 
for this apparent omission, and they heartily unite with 
me in wishing that your deliberations may result in great 
good to the cause which has brought you together. (Ap- 
plause.) 

I do not desire to anticipate the address which may be 
expected from the permanent president, whose name will 
soon be presented to you by the committee on organiza- 
tion. But I cannot refrain from expressing my pride 
at the record which our country has made in the past 
half-century of unbroken peace with the nations of the 
earth and of a steady adherence to the settlement of in- 
ternational differences by the pacific methods of arbitra- 
tion (applause) , — a record almost without parallel among 
the nations of the earth. You have not, therefore, as- 
sembled to recommend to your government any new de- 
parture in its policy on this subject, but rather to 
strengthen and confirm it in the policy so long and so 
consistently followed. Compulsory arbitration between 
nations presents problems and difficulties not easy of so- 
lution, and it will be a great gain to the general cause if, 
out of your deliberations, a plan shall be evolved which 
will meet the objections and solve the difficulties. It 
seems a Utopian idea to anticipate the general disarma- 



